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Isle of Wight Arts League                          
Board of Directors 

 

Diane Milner, President 

 

 

Vice President………...Megan Windle 

Secretary…………….....Deborah Duncan 

Treasurer………..…......Charles Elmore 

Board members:     

Charles Bryan      Mary Cole 

Sheila Gwaltney      Elaine Dairo     

Steve Stewart      Brenda Lovell 

Mark Summitt  Nicole Talton 

The Isle of Wight Arts League extends its gratitude for the financial support of the Arts Center @319 provided in part by these 

entities and community members who find the arts essential to a thriving community. Support the arts and join the league!  

 

The Arts Center @ 319            
is the home of the Isle               
of Wight Arts League,                      
co-located with the               
Visitor Center, at 319 
Main Street in                   
Smithfield.   

In addition to the Arts Center, the  
Arts League also includes three               
music programs: Smithfield Music,  
the Summer Concert Series and        
Sundays at Four.   

Holiday Art Market Exhibit 
November 1 - December 31 
 
Celebrate the spirit of the gift-giving season with a festive 

showcase of artwork and handmade gifts, crafted with care                

by talented local artists. Each piece reflects the heart, skill,  

and creativity that make the holidays and every day truly                    

special. Open Monday - Saturday  10 am  - 5 pm & Sunday                       

12 - 4 pm. For more details call 757.357.7707. 

http://www.co.isle-of-wight.va.us/
http://www.smithfieldva.gov/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/319+Main+St,+Smithfield,+VA+23430/@36.980215,-76.634426,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x89b071e410ad854f:0x743a7f4f74e69835
https://www.google.com/maps/place/319+Main+St,+Smithfield,+VA+23430/@36.980215,-76.634426,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x89b071e410ad854f:0x743a7f4f74e69835


What happens when you take a print of a masterwork by a historic 
artist, slice and dice it, then invite a bunch of living local artists to 
recreate each slice in his or her favorite medium?  You create a 
FUNdraiser everyone enjoys.   

In late 2010 a 24” x 36” color reproduction of the Luncheon of the 
Boating Party by Pierre-Auguste Renoir was cut into 54 squares, each 
measuring 4 inches by 4 inches.  Artists were invited to randomly re-
ceive one of the squares to reproduce on an Ampersand© panel which, when executed and returned, would be               
assembled and framed as a mosaic recreating Renoir’s masterpiece.   

Thirty-Eight enthusiastic artists rose to the challenge.  Some artists were amazed at how much they learned about 
Renoir’s technique from studying one small piece of the painting.  Others recharged their creative energy by trans-
lating the oil painting into their favorite medium. Squares were painted in a variety of mediums: watercolor, oil and 
acrylic paint; colored pencils, artists’ crayons, markers and ink.  Some squares were covered in tissue paper collage, 
paper punch dots, paper mache and felted wool.  Squares were made of stained glass and clay tile.   

The individual panels were assembled, framed and displayed in the Arts Center @ 319 in November and December 
2010.  This glorious collaborative artwork was raffled to benefit the Arts Center @ 319.   

And the arts center collaborative was born. Since then, eleven collaborative artworks have been created and                        
auctioned, raising over $10,000 for the Arts Center @ 319 and $6,000 for Mercy Chefs in Ukraine (pic above). 

The most recent work, “Monet’s Garden at Giverny” will be unveiled on November 15, 2025 and offered by Silent 
Auction through December 15, 2025.  Visit the Arts Center to view this stunning piece and place your bid! 

Collaborative Artworks  

Collaborative Date Artist Artwork Title 

December 2010 Pierre Auguste Renoir Luncheon of the Boating Party, 1880-81 

June 2011 Henri Matisse  The Goldfish, 1910 

August 2019 Gustav Klimt  The Kiss (Lovers), 1908  

November 2020 Vincent Van Gogh  The Starry Night, 1889 

July 2022 photo by Mike O’Shell Sunflowers for Ukraine  

August 2023 Georges Seurat  River Seine by the Grande Jatte ,1888  

December 2023 Georgia O’Keeffe  Red Poppy, 1928  

April 2024 John Singer Sargent  Carnation, Lilly, Lilly, Rose, 1886  

May 2025             Renoir  Dance at de la Moulin Galette, 1876 



Support the Arts!  Join the Arts League for only $45 a year —  get discounts on classes and gift shop items! 

 

 

As the leaves turn colors and the chill in the air embraces us, looking back I say, thank you to an awesome 

community of supporters and what an awesome summer it has been!” 

A special thank you goes out to the many dedicated patrons that come out every Friday evening when a                    

concert is presented. You are the reason for the Summer Concert Series! John and Anne Edwards are proud 

the legacy continues and are always there to support. I am  equally proud to serve you! It has been an honor 

since John passed the baton to me over the past three (3) years! I’ve received several letters and cards                  

showing appreciation for what it takes to bring quality performers to you each year. John has trained me well 

since 2013.  

The Summer Concert Series was well attended this year. We had three (3) cancellations. A tornado watch, a monsoon rainstorm and a                 

performer illness. You guys still came out in full force on other days. We had approximately three thousand two hundred (3,200) attendees 

over the course of the series. Thank you! We have had every genre we could think of over the years from bluegrass and country to big band 

music, gospel and Christian, soul, jazz, blues, reggae and Broadway tunes.  

The past three (3) years we have been able to bring you a big indoor concert at The Smithfield Center, the first two years a Motown Revue. 

This year we had a phenomenal group of people that brought us Jazz, R & B and Soul. You guys seem to really enjoy the indoor finales. 

The Summer Concert Series has people coming to attend from as far away as northern Virgina and northern North Carolina. As I walk 

around the crowd and talk to the patrons it’s awesome to know how far some of them come. As much as we try to advertise most have  

told me, “Word of mouth” is how they found out about us and online tourism efforts. Some have said Smithfield “Is our little getaway.                     

It’s amazing how much you have going on here!”  Good job tourism!! 

A very special Thank You to the Town of Smithfield for the use of their venues and The Smithfield Times (Steve Stewart) for hosting,                      

booking the Navy Fleet, advertising and part-time ticket distribution. Smithfield Tourism (Judy Winslow and Connie Chapman) do a fantastic 

job in supporting all the efforts of the Concert Series!  Special thanks to a superb supportive group of people who help make it all happen 

seamlessly and fluidly: Stephanie Faleski, Jim Abicht, Valerie Johnson, Bob and Kathy Strozak, Vero Tucker, Brenda Saunders, Dru Stowe, 

Karl & Chenita Gillis, Dawna Thompson and Robin Odem.  It couldn’t be done without every one of you.  

See you ALL in 2026. 

Elaine Dairo, Director – Summer Concert Series  



Creative Voice newsletters are available online at www.smithfieldarts.org 

                                          

                                                          

Join the IWAL                
Board 

 

 

Isle of Wight Arts League Nomination Committee 

Brenda Lovell @ amilkfamily@charter.net 

Charles Elmore @ celmore7@charter.net 

Steve Stewart @ steve.stewart@smithfieldtimes.com 

 Current IWAL members are invited to apply to join the Isle of Wight 
Arts League Board. Be part of the future growth and share your tal-
ents! The current term for a Board member is 3 years, however you 
can extend your Board membership time. Please contact one of the 
above Board Members if you would like to serve on the Board or if 
you know anyone that may want to serve on the board. Terms 
start February 2026.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

 

Contact Brenda at amilkfamily@charter.net                         

to sign up for the Bob Fest.   

The wonderful gift of your time earns $$ for the 

Arts League! 

mailto:amilkfamily@charter.net
mailto:celmore7@charter.net
mailto:steve.stewart@smithfieldtimes.com

