
February 2026 

The Isle of Wight Arts League extends its gratitude for the financial support of the Arts Center @319 provided in part by these 

entities and community members who find the arts essential to a thriving community. Support the arts and join the league!  

 

The Arts Center @ 319            
is the home of the Isle               
of Wight Arts League,                      
co-located with the               
Visitor Center, at 319 Main 
Street in Smithfield.   

In addition to the Arts                 
Center, the Arts League also 
includes three  music programs: Smithfield   
Music, the Summer Concert Series and Sundays 
at Four.   

Support the Arts!  Join the Arts League for only $45 a year —  get discounts on classes and gift shop items! 

On February 2, the Board of Directors announced the elec-

tion of officers for the 2026 calendar year. The officers will 

provide leadership and oversight to support the organiza-

tion’s four programs, ensuring strong financial stewardship 

and regulatory compliance while working closely with pro-

gram directors to  advance a successful year of operations. 

 

The officers elected for 2026 are: 

• President: Diane Milner, resident artist, jeweler, and grant writer 

• Vice President: Steve Stewart, owner and editor of the Smithfield 

Times and assistant for the Summer Concert Series 

• Secretary: Megan Windle, fused glass artist, Arts Center docent, and 

website technician 

• Treasurer: Charles Elmore, volunteer-at-large, accountant liaison,   

and Chair of the Finance Committee 
  

The organization looks forward to a productive year under the guidance  

of its newly elected officers and extends its appreciation to all board  

members for their continued service and commitment. 

Meet the 2026 Board of Directors  
President - Diane Milner 

Vice President - Steve Stewart 

Secretary - Megan Windle 

Treasurer - Charles Elmore 
 

Charles Bryan 

Mary Cole - Sundays at Four Program Dir. 

Elaine Dairo - Summer Concert Series Program 
Dir. 

Sheila Gwaltney - Arts Center Program Dir. 

Brenda Lovell 

Athena Rhodes 

Mark Summitt - Smithfield Music Program Dir. 

Nicole Talton 

Sue Vaughn 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 

Contact Brenda at amilkfamily@charter.net             

to  sign up for the Wine Fest. The wonderful 

gift of your time earns $$ for the Arts League! 

http://www.co.isle-of-wight.va.us/
http://www.smithfieldva.gov/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/319+Main+St,+Smithfield,+VA+23430/@36.980215,-76.634426,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x89b071e410ad854f:0x743a7f4f74e69835
https://www.google.com/maps/place/319+Main+St,+Smithfield,+VA+23430/@36.980215,-76.634426,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x89b071e410ad854f:0x743a7f4f74e69835


February Intermediate Painting with Acrylics with Instructor Athena A. Rhodes 
February 18, 19 and 20, 2026 / Wednesday, Thursday & Friday, 1 to 3 pm                                                                                                                             
 
Learn to paint with acrylics on canvas with three consecutive 2-hour sessions. No experience Neces-
sary! You will learn basic techniques of color mixing, brushwork and more, all suited to the featured painting. Build 
on skills learned in each class. Instructor supplied materials include brushes, paint and canvas. Maximum 8 students.                                                 
Class Fee is $75 for Members ($85 for Non-members) plus a Materials fee of $25. Register and pay by February 16.  

Absolutely Beginner Painting with Acrylics with Instructor Athena A. Rhodes 
February 25, 26 and 27, 2026 / Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, 1 to 3 pm 
                                                                                                                                                                             
Have you ever wanted to paint but didn’t know where to start? This 3-day beginner-friendly 
acrylic painting class is perfect for you! No experience necessary – even if you’ve never picked 
up a paintbrush before. Step-by-step guidance in a fun, relaxed setting. Learn the basics of acrylics, color mixing, 
brush techniques, and  composition. Complete your very own finished painting to take home and be proud of.                 
Instructor supplied materials include brushes, paint and canvas. Ages 16 and up. Maximum 8 students.                           
Register by February 23.  Class Fee is $75 for Members ($85 for Non-members) plus a Materials fee of $25.  

March Intermediate Painting with Acrylics with Instructor Athena A. Rhodes 
March 11, 12 and 13, 2026 / Wednesday, Thursday & Friday, 1 to 3 pm                                                                                                                             
 
Learn to paint with acrylics on canvas with three consecutive 2-hour sessions.  No Experience neces-
sary! You will learn basic techniques of color mixing, brushwork and more, all suited to the featured 
painting. Build on skills learned in each class. Instructor supplied materials include brushes, paint and 
canvas. Maximum 8 students.                                                                   
Class Fee is $75 for Members ($85 for Non-members) plus a $25 Materials fee. Register and pay by March 10.   

For more information on Art Classes call the Arts Center 

at 319 Main Street in Smithfield at 757.357.7707.  

Athena Rhodes 

Athena lives in Smithfield and has been teaching at the Arts Center for almost 4 years. She also has a home studio 
where she teaches private lessons. She has two grown children and a 2 year old granddaughter. Athena has always 
loved to paint, and has a passion for teaching others. With a natural gift for collaboration and community engage-
ment, she brings thoughtful insight, strength, and heartfelt enthusiasm to the Art League’s mission. She is                     

committed to helping expand opportunities for artists of all backgrounds and to strengthen the league’s role as a vibrant                 
cultural hub for Smithfield and the surrounding area. She looks forward to contributing her energy, ideas, and love to the 
board, working alongside fellow members to inspire creativity and foster a thriving community. 

Sue Vaughn 

Sue currently volunteers as a docent in the Arts Center and enjoys painting. Her career background was in rehabilita-
tion, where she worked 30 years before retiring as a Physical Therapist. Sue worked as a Director and Asst. Director, 
created Cardiac Rehabilitation Programs and was also a teaching Technical Professional. Sue brings enthusiasm,                
reliability, and a thoughtful emerging-artist viewpoint to the gallery. She is eager to support the gallery’s mission 

through  outreach, volunteerism and advocacy. Sue also volunteers at Smithfield’s new Riverside hospital. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sundays at Four (SAF) returns in 2026 bringing six performances February through August to include monologues, solo recitals, 

and chamber ensembles. These classical chamber  concerts bring an interesting combination of professional and outstanding 

young performer events to Smithfield.  
 

The February 22 production celebrates Black History Month, and the  introduction of Africans to this country. “Seeds of 

Knowledge: Angola to Academia (1619-1968)” will present Black History through the stories of four women across four                 

centuries. The life of these enslaved women will be interpreted by actor, Valarie Gray-Holmes, an Historical Interpreter from 

Jamestown and Williamsburg. The stories about these women tell of their knowledge, wisdom and resilience preserved and 

transmitted over several hundred years despite laws and hardships.  The artists will hold a question and answer session                         

following the performance and the reception will reflect food common during these almost four hundred years. 
 

The Tidewater Cello Ensemble under the direction of Susan and Erin Hines returns March 15 for a third appearance on the       

Sundays at Four series. Their performances have included concerts in Dresden and Salzburg and they will be traveling to                 

Barcelona to give concerts after their performance in Smithfield. Please see the calendar of concerts over these next six 

months. All concerts will encourage free-will contributions. Ticket sales for the February 22 performance can be found                    

online at Humanitix.com, or they can be purchased at the door. There are no reserved seats. 

February 22, 2026                                                          
4:00 pm 

“Seeds of Knowledge: Angola to Academia”  

Valarie Gray-Holmes, Historic Interpreter 
 

Adults $25     Students $10 
 Under 15 – Free 

 

  

 

 

 

  Christ Episcopal Church 

111 S. Church Street 
Smithfield VA 
757-675-5777 

marycole@tidewaterarts.com 

 March 15, 2026  
 4:00 pm 

  

The Tidewater Cello Ensemble 
 

The group is made up of high 
school cellists. Directed by                        

Susan and Erin Hines.  

April 12, 2026  
 4:00 pm 

  

Soundscapes 

 Performance Ensemble 
 

 

Experience the talent of seven 
students from the Peninsula 
Youth orchestra who serve                  

as artistic ambassadors 
for Soundscapes.  Monday, May 4, 2026  

 7:00 pm 
 

US Air Force Langley Winds 
 

 

Experience the spirit of               
America with the Langley Wood-

wind Quintet performing timeless 
classics and contemporary                

masterpieces. 

June 7, 2026  
 4:00 pm 

 

 Solo Youth Recital 

Lydia Li, Piano 
 

Solo Youth Recital with Lydia Li. 

August 2, 2026 – 4:00 pm 
Terrific Teen Talent Recital 

 

Six Hampton Roads students selected by audition will present                          
mini recitals at this concert. 

mailto:marycole@tidewaterarts.com


Creative Voice newsletters are available online at www.smithfieldarts.org 


