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Artists and musicians:
send us YOUR news!

In addition to announcements of 
IWAL exhibitions, musical perfor-
mances and special events, future 
issues of IWAL’s Creative Voice 
newsletter will include a Member 
News section highlighting recent  
accomplishments of our many  
talented member artists and musi-
cians. Visual artists: please tell us 
if you’ve won an award, received a 
noteworthy commissioned project 
or had work included in a large 
exhibition. Musicians are encouraged 
to announce new recordings and 
notable performance venues. Send 
information via e-mail to our editor 
at fineart@calico-studios.com. You 
must be a current member of  
IWAL in order to participate. Items 
for the next newsletter must be 
received by September 20.

Isle of Wight Arts League celebrates
25 years of service
2016 marks a milestone in the existence of the Isle of Wight 
Arts League. Although the organization has changed names, operating locations 
and management over the years, it has continued to offer fine art, cultural activities 
and educational programs in Smithfield and surrounding communities since its incep-
tion in 1991.

The first years
The Collage, a commercial art gallery, first opened to the public June 15, 1991, 

in a Victorian, turn-of-the-20th century house within the Smithfield Historic District 
through the efforts of  artists Ann Hubbard, Sandra Killette and the late Carolyn 
Taylor. Later the 
gallery became the 
nucleus of the Smith-
field Cultural Arts 
Center. In the milleni-
um years the organiza-
tion was assumed by 
the Isle of Wight Arts 
League, a non-prof-
it organization dedicat-
ed to the development 
and recognition of the 
arts as an important, 
multi-cultural contribu-
tor to the well-being 
and growth of the com-
munity.  
(cont’d. on page 2)

“The arts are an integral part of any community and I feel the Arts 
League has provided and will help continue to provide this vital ingre-
dient to our community. This experience not only was a wonderful help 
in my art career but an opportunity to work with a tremendous number 
of dedicated artists, governmental officials, and too many to count 
volunteers and residents of Smithfield and Isle of Wight County!”  
-- founding member Ann Hubbard

346 Main Street, Smithfield, above, was home to the Arts Center prior 
to 2009. Below, the logo for the former Smithfield Cultural Arts Center.
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Growth and change in the millenium
In March 2005, the Isle of Wight Arts League joined The Smithfield Times as a co-

sponsor for the Summer Concert Series. Hosted by John and Anne Edwards, owners 
and publishers of the Smithfield Times, the concert series celebrates its own 30th anni-
versary this year.  Also in 2005, the Isle of Wight Arts League entered into a partnership 
with Smithfield Music, a venture created by Jim and Elaine Abicht, to present perfor-
mances by top tier professional musicians in family-friendly venues such as the Smith-
field Little Theatre. Net proceeds from Smithfield Music events are donated to school 
music programs in Isle of Wight County.

In early 2009, the Arts Center moved from the old Victorian house to a renovated 
hardware store on Main Street where it now shares space with the Smithfield / Isle of 
Wight Visitors Center. The renamed Arts Center @ 319 continues to offer classes, 
rotating art exhibits, working artist studios and a gift shop for the consignment of our 
member artists’ works.

In 2010, Sundays at Four, a performing arts series featuring classical chamber musi-
cians and vocalists, joined the Arts League as a sponsored program. Sundays at Four pre-
sents four to six performances each season, 
including the popular Terrific Teen Talent 
showcase each August.

Many visitors comment that they are  
surprised and delighted with the quality  
of the artistic and musical programs in  
our community. IWAL offers sincere thanks  
to all of our members. Your generous  
donations and dedicated volunteer service 
make it possible!

“Gifts are made each year for 
specific music needs at the 
nine public schools and also 
Isle of Wight Academy. This 
past year just over $10,000 
was given. We feel like we are 
making a positive difference in 
the lives of the students and 
ultimately in the betterment of 
our community.”

-- Jim Abicht, Smithfield Music

Australian singer-songwriter Anthony Snape, 
above, one of many outstanding performers 
hosted by Smithfield Music. Left, Sundays 
at Four offers classical performances by 
exceptional young musicians.

25 years of service -- continued from page 1

“Slinging paint saves my  
sanity! Life can look much 
better after hours at the Arts 
Center. I’m most grateful for 
a warm, welcoming place to 
express myself.”

-- Cil Barbour, resident artist, Arts Center 
@319

The Arts Center continues to offer a variety of 
recreational and educational programs at its current 
location at 319 Main St.
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Calendar of Events

Events listed here are confirmed as 
of our publication date. Please visit 
www.smithfieldarts.org for details 
and ticket information

July 1, 8 - 9 p.m.
Peninsula Concert Band
Smithfield Times Gazebo Stage

July 3, 3 - 5 p.m.
IWAL Members Art Exhibit 
Reception 
Arts Center@319

July 8, 8 - 9 p.m.
Angela Easterling
Smithfield Times Gazebo Stage

July 9 -10, 1 - 4 p.m.
“Playing with Cold Wax and Oil 
Paint” Workshop 
Arts Center@319

July 11-15
“Made In America” Art Camp 
Arts Center@319

July 13, 11 a.m - 2 p.m. OR
July 24, 12:30-3:30 p.m.
Ice Resin Pendant Jewelry Class 
Arts Center@319

July 15, 8 - 9 p.m.
Kim Person/Lana Puckett
Smithfield Times Gazebo Stage

July 18-22
“Sea Life, Sea Shells  
and Summer Art” Camp 
Arts Center@319

July 22, 7 p.m.
Hysterically Correct Pirate Night
Smithfield Times Gazebo Stage

July 29, 8 - 9 p.m.
Williamsburg Swing Orchestra-
Smithfield Times Gazebo Stage

Aug. 3, 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. OR
Aug. 7, 12:30 - 3:30 p.m.
Tree of Life Pendant Jewelry Class 
Arts Center@319

(cont’d on page 4)

Coming events

Summer camps
July 11 - 15: “Made in America” art camp with Pam Kitchen. Students will learn about 
American artists while creating art in the styles from historic art movements. Morning 
session 10 a.m. - noon for ages 9 to 11;  ages 12 to 14 attend 1 to 3 
p.m. $135 for members. Advance registration required. 
July 18 - 22 “Sea Life, Sea Shells and Summer Art” camp with 
Diane Greenhalgh for ages 10 and up. Reduction printing, painting, 
creating a frame and wall hanging with an ocean theme.  $140/week 
or $28/day for members. Register by July 14.

Jewelry classes
July 13, 11a.m. -2 p.m. OR Sunday, July 24, 12:30-3:30 p.m., work 
with Diane Milner to create an Ice Resin Pendant with a dimension-
al collage. $75 for members; register by July 1. Tree of Life Pendant 
class will be held Wednesday, Aug. 3, 11 a.m. -2 p.m. OR Sunday, 
Aug.7, 12:30-3:30 p.m. Create a copper wire pendant that can be embellished with 
beads, semiprecious stones and charms. $75 for members; register by July 20.

Oil painting workshop
Resident artist Cil Barbour is offering a weekend workshop “Playing with Cold Wax 
and Oil Paint” on July 9 and 10, 1 to 4 p.m. Intermediate artists will explore the use of 
cold wax medium to achieve effects in abstract and loose realism styles. Materials and 
supports for three paintings provided; students should bring their own oil paints. $120 
for members plus a $20 materials fee. Register by July 2.

The 2015-2016 concert season for Sundays at Four wraps 
up with the annual Terrific Teen Talent program on Sun-
day, Aug. 7 at Christ Episcopal Church, showcasing six 
already-recognized and highly talented teenage musicians in 
riveting performances. This summer, the audience will en-
joy a young pianist, two singers, flute and violin performers 
and a clarinetist. The next subscription season begins with 
an all-American program for flute and piano on Sunday, 
Sept. 11, featuring Kathleen Winters, a Newport News 
native who just received her doctorate in flute performance 
and has taken a teaching position at Drake University in 

Iowa. Her chosen American repertoire will be a fitting tribute on the fifteenth anniver-
sary of a sad day in American history.

Our next event will be a house concert featuring Nashville 
songwriter Tim Buppert. Tim grew up in Chuckatuck and 
has made a name for himself in the country music field with 
his writing and musicianship. The show will be Saturday, 
August 13, 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $20. This is a “house con-
cert,” which means just what it says – a concert in a private 
home. Attendees may bring desserts which are shared during 
intermission. Advance tickets are required and the home ad-
dress is provided with ticket purchase.

    Plans are nearing completion for the 11th Aiken & Friends Fest, Sept.23 and 24. 
Everything will take place at the Smithfield Little Theatre. Friday night’s show will be 
a “songwriters in the round” show with three nationally recognized songwriters. Satur-
day’s event will begin on an outdoor stage in the theater parking lot at 4:30 p.m. with 
free live music continuing until 7:00 p.m. Picnics and tailgate parties are encouraged; a 
food truck and beverage sales will also be available. A “Pickers Tent” will operate for 
those that want to bring their own acoustic instruments and jam away. Later, SLT will 
hold a concert for The Mike Aiken Trio (plus one or two). Friday night or Saturday 
night tickets are $25 each. A weekend ticket for both shows will be $40.

Smithfield
Music

Sundays
at

Four

http://www.smithfieldarts.org


Isle of Wight Arts League
319 Main St.
Smithfield, VA 23430
757-357-7707
www.SmithfieldArts.org

The Isle of Wight Arts League extends its gratitude
for the financial support ot the Arts Center@319 provided by these entities:
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Aug. 5, 8 - 9 p.m.
SLT Variety Show
Smithfield Times Gazebo Stage

Aug. 7, 4 p.m.
Terrific Teen Talent
Christ Episcopal Church

Aug. 12, 8 - 9 p.m.
Gospel Night
Smithfield Times Gazebo Stage

Calendar of Events - continued from page 3

Aug. 13, 7:30 p.m.
Tim Buppert
House Concert

Aug. 19, 8 - 9 p.m.
Hard Knox Bluegrass Band
Smithfield Times Gazebo Stage

Aug. 26, 8 - 9 p.m.
Nelson Edwards Family
Smithfield Times Gazebo Stage

Sept. 2, 8 - 9 p.m.
The Tams
Smithfield Center

Sept. 11, 4 p.m.
Kathleen Winters
Christ Episcopal Church

mailto:info%40smithfieldarts.org?subject=

